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The Monterey Bay International Trade Association (MBITA) started as a volunteer run business league in 1984 and became a fully operational international trade association and 501C6 California non-profit corporation in 1995 when it received a five year grant from the EDA of the U.S. Department of Commerce for the unprecedented, public-private sector export promotion program called BAYTRADE. 

Guided by the National Export Strategy, the BAYTRADE program was the brainchild of the Late Secretary of Commerce, Ron Brown.  BAYTRADE was initially made possible by a $2.69 million Title IX Defense Adjustment Assistance grant from the EDA of the U.S. Department of Commerce (USDOC). BAYTRADE leveraged in subsequent years nearly $1.4 million of funding and in-kind support from the cities of Oakland, San Francisco, San Jose, Monterey and Santa Cruz Counties and the seaports, airports, corporations and international trade organizations located throughout Northern California. 

MBITA was one of six founding partners of BAYTRADE and was selected to be the BAYTRADE partner for the tri-county region of the Monterey Bay.  All of the six BAYTRADE Partners collectively represented seventeen counties in Northern California and together from 1995-2000 helped generate over $337 million in documented new-to-market-exports. During this five year period the BAYTRADE program resulted in supporting over 6000 new export related jobs. MBITA alone directly supported over 150 different Monterey Bay Region companies in developing new global markets totaling export sales of over $5 million.

The BAYTRADE partnership expanded its network of six service centers to cover 16 Congressional Districts, increased the effectiveness of the U.S. Department of Commerce (USDOC) services, researched the international trade needs of employers in the region and reached out to targeted industries and impacted communities. BAYTRADE consolidated this knowledge and service network into one of the longest standing global trade websites on the web, TradePort, which is currently owned by the L.A. Chamber of Commerce and the Bay Area Council Institute. MBITA has managed the website for the last six years. 

MBITA is now a self-sustaining non-profit organization funded by memberships, corporate, sponsorships, events and fee-based trade promotion services.  MBITA is also developing new services such as the California Industrial Cluster Tour and MBITA’s Strategic Alliance Service.  
MBITA created and now manages the TradePort Collaborator which is this country’s first statewide trade promotion intranet reserved for the staff (140+) of 30 different public and private  sector trade promotion service centers in California,  This intranet is designed for collaboration and project management where each trade promotion center can leverage each others’ networks, resources, marketing channels and expertise to better serve their own members and constituency.
